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The road ahead will be long. Our climb will be steep. We may not get there in
one year or even one term, but America -- | have never been more hopeful than
I am tonight that we will get there. | promise you -- we as a people will get

there. — Barack Obama, 11/4/08

January 20, 2009 — A Historic

Presidential Inauguration for the U.S.

The Presidential Inauguration will be held on
January 20, 2009. A week of festivities will
include the Presidential Swearing in Ceremony,
Inaugural Address, Inaugural Parade and a
night of Inaugural Balls and galas honoring the
new President of the United States. The theme
for the 2009 presidential inauguration will be "A
New Birth of Freedom," commemorating the
200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln's birth.
The words come from the Gettysburg address,
and express Lincoln's hope that the sacrifice of
those who died to preserve the nation shall
lead to "a new birth of freedom" for our nation.
The theme is particularly appropriate in light of
the historic election of Senator Barack Obama.
With the election of Barack Obama - the first
black president in America - inaugural events

Idioms of the Month:

Let the cat out of the bag - to
disclose a secret.

Smell a rat - to have a sense of
something being wrong.

are expected to draw record breaking crowds to
Washington, DC. This historic day immediately
follows the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr.
which will be celebrated with special events as
well. And just in time for Inauguration Day, the
nation's capital honors Lincoln's Bicentennial with
a city-wide celebration including special exhibits
and tours.

Getting around the region throughout the four-
day inaugural weekend will be challenging.
Washington Metro is gearing up for the events
with increased hours and security. To get all the
up-to-date information about the 2009
Presidential Inauguration check out
http://inaugural.senate.gov/ .

onnection

*The above picture is a mural featured on the side of the

Obama '08 campaign headquarters in Houston , TX.

In 2003, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) opened the National Do Not
Call Registry to give U.S. consumers an opportunity to limit the telemarketing calls
they receive. Anyone with a U.S. telephone number can register and the best part is
that the registration of phone numbers is now permanent! For more information or to
register, consumers may call 1-888-382-1222 or go on to www.donotcall.gov.
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SANDRA CAMPBELL

The Direct Connection: What country would you
like to visit and why?

Sandra Campbell: | would like to visit England,
the birthplace of Shakespeare. | believe, as many
do, that he was a prolific writer. His insight into
human nature is what | find most fascinating and
how his writings continue to stand the test of time.

TDC: What is your idea of true happiness?

SC: ...waking up every morning with the
excitement of doing exactly what you were born to
do. |think everyone has a unique talent. | think
true happiness and fulfillment occurs when people
are able to build their life’s work around their gifts.
TDC: What is your favorite movie and book?

SC: My favorite movie is “The Apartment” and
book is “The Outsiders.”

Did you know?

The
how to use? Here are some tips:

Sense 1

v @sionk of the grast théllenging verbs to learn

Language Direct Instructor Spotlight on:

Sandra Campbell!

Sandra Lynette Campbell, has been an instructor with Language Direct for four

years. She is a phenomenal instructor and her hometown is Houston, TX.

Sandra has a love of writing. She writes poetry, stories, and screenplays. She

also writes film reviews for the popular online magazine www.suite101.com and

has appeared in several independent films ...but we wanted to know more!

TDC: Having the opportunity to work with
students from all around the world —what
have you learned about other cultures that
you'd |like to

SC: | have worked with students from
Angola, Venezuela, Indonesia, Columbia
and Ethiopia. | have learned the
importance of family, courage, humility and
friendship. ~ All my students have been kind
and open with sharing their customs. We
really are one world with many rich and
diverse cultures and we should always
celebrate that. But most importantly what
we have in common is our humanity.

TDC: What do you like most about working
with your students?

SC: I enjoy the conversations we have.
They are often funny, genuine and
irreverent—especially when they share their
own unique experiences about living in the
United States.

TDC: What language would you like to learn
and why?

Sense 6

backseat.

get = acquire; come into the possession of something.

Example: They got a new pet. Are you going to get your

results today?

Sense 2

get = become; to change into a state. Example: It must be

getting more serious. Get going!

Sense 3

get = receive; receive something. Example: | got some
clothes for school. | want to get a new bike.

mow the lawn.
Sense 4
get = arrive; reach a destination. Example: She gothome at7 ~ Sense 10
o'clock. This time | got him! We * I |
Sense 5

Sense 7

SC: [ would like to learn Portuguese. |
have worked with many students from
Angola and | have a great appreciation for

s h a the beauty of their language and culture.

TDC: If you were to have dinner with five
people (living or deceased) who would
they be and why?

SC: I think if | had a chance to eat dinner
with five people they would be: James
Baldwin, Malcolm X, Dr. King, Whoopie
Goldberg and George Carlin. I find hope,
inspiration and humor in how they have
lived.

TDC: What qualities do you most value in
people?

SC: compassion, honesty and definitely
loyalty. It doesn't hurt to have a wicked
sense of humor either!

TDC: Do you have a nickname?

SC: My mom calls me “Sandie San.”

get= experience; undergo (mentally or physically).
Example: He gota n

i dea. I get

get = make, score. Example: She got 29 points that day.
He hopes to get a goal during the game.

Sense 8

doesn’t

Sense 9

get = contract; take. Example: She got pneumonia. She
want

to get a c

get = induce; stimulate; make someone do. Example: My
children finally got me to buy a computer. | * | |

get

get = pay back; take vengeance or get even. Example:

get them!

*For more information on this and other ESL topics, log on

to www.esl.about.com.

get = bring; go and bring or take back. Example: Get me
those books over there, please. Could you get that for me?

U.S. Holidays This
Mont heée

New Year @anl)Ddle

start of New Year's Day, at
midnight, is heralded by
fireworks, parties and special
events, which are often
televised. Very few people
have to work on the day itself.
For many it is a day of recovery
from the New Year's Eve
celebrations the previous night.
In some towns and cities,
parades are held and special
football games are played.

Martin Luther Ki
(Jan.19) o Thisday marks the
birthday of the Reverend Martin
Luther King Jr. Itis one of the
few holidays celebrated in the
U.S. that honors an individual
person. King was the chief
spokesperson for the non -
violent civil rights movement in
the 1960s which successfully
protested racial discrimination
in federal and state law
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Language Direct Inc.

Phone: 713-787-9400
www.langdirect.com

We want to hear from you! Do you
have a quest.

answered or a
explained? Please send it to us at
editor@langdirect.com -we ’ |
in a future newsletter along with an
explanation or answer!
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